the entrance to nest of Lethrus
Lethrus apterus apterus

caterpillars of eastern eggar eastern eggar (Eriogaster catax)

NCH Chramec
Treasures from the Insect World

The soils of the Sandstone Ridges near Chramec provide ideal conditions for the occurrence of the highly
interesting and protected beetle, the earth-boring dung beetle (Lethrus apterus). Adults, in pairs, dig deep
burrows for their offspring. In the side chambers of these burrows, chewed leaves are prepared into nutritious
maternal pellets, in which individual larvae develop throughout the summer. The larvae pupate and, by the end of
summer, transform into adults, which emerge the following spring. This species in Slovakia is threatened by the
abandonment of traditional farming practices, leading to the overgrowth of its habitat, or by the intensification of
agriculture.

A more complex development process is also experienced by the legally protected Alcon Blue butterfly (Phengaris
alcon), which inhabits sunny, shrub-covered, and open slopes in the VICia Valley. The female butterfly lays an egg
on the host plant, the Cross Gentian (Gentiana cruciata), where the hatched caterpillars feed on the plant's seed Prepupa of Phengaris alcon in a nest of Myrmica species ants
capsule. The caterpillar then falls to the ground, waiting for its hosts, ants of the genus Myrmica, which adopt the
caterpillar and feed and clean it in their nests as if it were their own offspring. The coexistence of these organisms
is made possible by chemicals secreted by the caterpillars. In the following year, after overwintering, the
caterpillars complete their development through pupation, and the adult butterflies emerge in July. The habitat of
the Alcon Blue requires extensive grazing to prevent the overgrowth of dominant grasses and shrubs.

The Small Eggar (Eriogaster catax) is a species of European importance, inhabiting warm, shrub-covered steppes
and forest steppes. Caterpillars appear in the spring on the branches of mainly Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and
Common Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), where they weave their nests. During development, they feed on the
leaves of the host plants, migrating across them and returning to the nest after feeding. In May, the caterpillars
disperse over long distances and may move to other woody plants. The larval period ends in early May, after which
the caterpillars pupate. The moths emerge from the pupae in the same year and are active at night, flying from
September to October. Ensuring favorable conditions for the continued existence of the Small Eggar involves
maintaining habitats in an early stage of development, with shrubs of various ages and sizes, predominantly in

sheltered but sunlit areas the European fire ant (Myrmica rubra)
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